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VOLUNTEER MENTORS GET RECOGNITION FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS

“Thank you for being there for me and never giving up hope… I was very lucky to have a mentor as caring, genuine and trust worthy as you!! You are a wee diamond. You give me a voice!!!!” (young person aged 15)
“The best thing about being involved in VOYPIC mentoring is that when they said they would be there they were, they never let me down. I have never had that. It has made me more confident” (young person aged 15)

Voice Of Young People In Care’s (VOYPIC) Mentoring programme makes a real difference to many care experienced young people.  These are just two examples of some of the things care experienced young people who have been mentored said about the experience.

Yesterday (29th June) new VOYPIC volunteer mentors from the Belfast Health & Social Care Trust area joined mentors from across Northern Ireland to officially graduate, having successfully completed their accredited Open College Network training.  This training prepares them to mentor a care experienced young person.  
Carol Hall, VOYPIC Mentoring Service Manager said 

“This is our opportunity to thank the volunteers for the amazing commitment they have shown to care experienced young people already.  They have completed over 90 hours of training and are now embarking on a year long relationship with a young person in care.” 

Carol went on to say
“Volunteers come from all walks of life; some have little or no knowledge of the care system whilst others have first hand experience.  If you are interested in finding out more about our Mentoring project, visit our website at www.voypic.org.”

- Ends -
Notes to Editors
1. The event took place in the Wellington Park Hotel, Belfast.  Fionnula McAndrew, Director of Social Care and Children, Health & Social Care Board presented the certificates.  Mentors were joined by care experienced young people who were graduating from other VOYPIC programmes.
2. VOYPIC’s Mentoring scheme provides care experienced young people aged 12 to 18 years with a trained mentor to assist them to set and achieve a range of goals related to school work, personal development, self esteem and isolation.  The young person and volunteer meet for 2-3 hours once a week for a year to undertake activities which they plan together.






3. Volunteer Mentors complete Open College Network (OCN) Level 2 ‘Mentoring Care Experienced Young People’, OCN Level 2 ‘Diversity in Society’, Child Protection training and submit a portfolio.  They are then ACCESSNI checked and two references are sought.  Once the volunteer has passed their ACCESSNI check and 

two satisfactory references have been received, they are matched with a young person. 
4. Voice of Young People in Care (VOYPIC) is an independent regional voice that seeks to empower and enable children and young people aged up to 25 and with an experience of care to participate fully in decisions affecting their lives. Our aim is to improve their life chances through working in partnership with children and young people themselves, staff, managers, agencies and government.  We listen and learn from what children and young people tell us about their experience of care and strive to facilitate positive change in legislation, policy and practice.  Core services include Participation, Advocacy, Mentoring, Policy and Research
5. Statistics relating to children in care in the Belfast HSCT at 31st March 2009
· 587 looked after children

· 84 children in residential care (children’s homes)

· 430 children in foster care

· 60 children placed with family

· 13 children in other types of care e.g. hospital, secure care, intensive support

 [Source: Children Order Statistical Tables for Northern Ireland, 2008/09, DHSSPSNI]
6. VOYPIC offices
	Belfast

9-11 Botanic Avenue

Belfast 

BT7 1JG

028 9024 4888
	Derry

Tracey House

29 Clarendon Street

Derry

BT48 7ER

028 7137 8980

	Lurgan

Flat 12 Mount Zion House

Edward Street

Lurgan

BT66 6DB

028 3831 3380
	Ballymena

25 Castle Street

Ballymena

BT43 7BT

028 2563 2641
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