Do I have a say
about what
happens?
During the process of making an EPO the Trust
have to talk to you about how you feel and
give you a chance to tell your story.

Are You Confused
Or Still Not Sure?
If you are uncertain about any aspect of this
leaflet, or want some extra support, you can
ask for an Advocate from VOYPIC and they
will be happy to help you.

How Do I Get An
Advocate?
•

Ring 08450 742 942 and ask for the
Advocacy Service or email
advocacy@voypic.org

•

You will talk to the Duty Advocate.
They can offer you help and advice
there and then

•

If you need to meet someone for further
support, they will put you in touch with
an Advocate in your area

•

It is that easy! Our Duty Advocates are
there for you 9.30am-5.30pm, Monday
to Thursday and 9.30am – 4.30pm
on Friday

This leaflet is based on information
contained in The Children (NI) Order 1995,
Guidance and Regulations Vol 1
‘Court Orders and Other Legal Issues’.
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Emergency
Protection
Orders

This leaflet
is designed to
make Emergency
Protection Orders
(EPO’s) easier for
you to understand
What is the purpose
of an EPO?
Trusts (Social Services) have to investigate
when they think that you aren’t being looked
after properly. Emergency Protection Orders,
called EPO’s for short, are used to protect
children and young people at RISK, where
URGENT action is needed. The Trust will apply
to the court and tell the judge why they feel
you are at risk of harm. The judge will then
decide whether or not to issue an EPO.

What are the effects
of an EPO?
When an EPO is made, the Trust feel that they
have to take you out of your family home in
order to keep you safe. An EPO can also be
made to keep you in a safe place e.g. hospital.

How can I stop
an EPO?
Immediately after the order has been made,
you (or your parents or someone you were
living with before the EPO was made) can
ask the court to end the EPO. However, you
must be able to prove to the court that your
situation has now changed and that you will
be safe and well cared for.

How long does an
EPO last for?
An EPO lasts for 8 days, however it can be
extended for a further 7 days if this is needed
in order to keep you SAFE.

Who can apply
for an EPO?
Anyone can apply for an EPO. However
they can’t do this on their own, they must
contact the Trust first.
The Police also have the power to take a
young person into Police Protection for up
to 72 hours.

