How long can they
keep me there?
Every case is different. The judge has the
power to recommend that you stay in Secure
Accommodation for three months at a time.
An independent review must take place after
1 month from the start of the placement.
Further reviews will then take place at three
month intervals from then on. However, your
situation will be continually looked at during
your placement.
The purpose of the review is to see if you still
meet the criteria to be held.

Are You Confused
Or Still Not Sure?
If you are uncertain about any aspect of this
leaflet, or want some extra support, you can
ask for an Advocate from VOYPIC and they
will be happy to help you.

How Do I Get An Advocate?

•

Ring 08450 742 942 and ask for the
Advocacy Service or email
advocacy@voypic.org

•

You will talk to the Duty Advocate. They
can offer you help and advice there
and then

•

If you need to meet someone for further
support, they will put you in touch with
an Advocate in your area

•

It is that easy! Our Duty Advocates are
there for you 9.30am-5.30pm, Monday
to Thursday and 9.30am – 4.30pm on
Friday

What is a review?
A review is a meeting that is held about you.
The review will involve your Social Worker, as
well as staff from the Secure Accommodation
who have responsibility for deciding if you
still meet the criteria for being in a secure
placement. It is really important that you are
part of this meeting as decisions are made
about you!

How do I get out?
Whilst in Secure Accommodation your
behaviour is continually assessed. Once a
review takes place, a decision is made if you
still meet the criteria or not. If you no longer
meet the criteria you will be discharged.

This leaflet is based on information contained
on the Children (NI) Order 1995, Guidance
and Regulations Volume 4 ‘Residential Care’
Please notE the information on this
leaflet was correct at time of print
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Secure

Accommodation

This leafLet is
a short guide
to Secure
Accommodation
It is intended to give you information about;

•

The criteria for being held in Secure
Accommodation

•

How you can be placed in Secure
Accommodation

•

If Secure Accommodation is like being
in jail

•
•

How long you can be kept there
How you can get discharged

You are likely to
be placed in Secure
Accommodation if:
•
•

You run away a lot (abscond); and

•

You are likely to harm yourself or
others if you are not placed in Secure
Accommodation.

By running away you are at risk
(significant harm); or

Getting placed
in Secure
Accommodation

If the court decides to place you in Secure
Accommodation:

•

You can be held for up to three
months

•

You can be held for a further 6
months after the initial 3 months

There are two ways you can be placed in
Secure Accommodation;
1. You can be placed in Secure
Accommodation without going to court.
If this is the case then, you can not be
placed in Secure Accommodation for
any longer than 72 hours in any 28
day period
2. You can be placed in Secure
Accommodation by the court.
Before going to court, you should have
the following people to support you

•
•

Solicitor
GAL (Guardian ad Litem see www.nigala.hscni.net/)

If the court decides you do
not meet the criteria for Secure
Accommodation you will be
returned to a non - secure
placement.

Is Secure
Accommodation
like jail?
No - it is a Children’s Home that is secure.

•

By going to Secure you are not
being punished by the courts.

•

Although the accommodation is
secure, you may be allowed out
sometimes - this is called a ‘trust
system’. This systems means that as
you build trust you may be allowed
out with staff for short periods.

